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Background:   To study the incidence of tricuspid valve disease (TVD) in patients with rheumatic heart disease (RHD). Tricuspid valve disease is 
also involved in chronic RHD with coexistence of mitral & aortic valve disease. The natural course of patient with Tricuspid valve disease is not well 
defined.
Methods:   We prospectively studied 381 patients with RHD from October 2009 to April 2010. Tricuspid valve was examined by 
echocardiographically for Tricuspid Stenosis (TS) & Tricuspid Regurgitation (TR). The severity of TS & TR was graded according to ASE guidelines.
Results:   Among 381 patients with RHD, 70 patients (18.3%) had organic Tricuspid valve disease; patients with Tricuspid stenosis and Tricuspid 
regurgitation were 31(8.4%) and with organic Tricuspid regurgitation were 38(9.9%). The patients with normal tricuspid valve functional Tricuspid 
regurgitation were 57%. From total number of patients with organic Tricuspid regurgitation, 4 patients (1.0%) had mild Tricuspid regurgitation, 26 
Patients (6.8%) had moderate Tricuspid regurgitation & 39 patients (10.2%) had severe Tricuspid regurgitation. From total number of patients with 
TS, 9 patients (2.3%) had mild Tricuspid stenosis & 22 patients (5.7%) had severe Tricuspid stenosis.
Conclusion:   The incidence of Tricuspid valve disease in RHD is higher in our studies compared to previous literatures. Echocardiographic 
assessment of tricuspid valve is must particularly in all RHD patients for further management of treatment.
